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The mission of the Sewickley Valley Historical Society 
is to promote interest in and to record, collect, preserve, and document the history of the Sewickley Valley.

A project of “Pennsylvania Civil War 150” and a winner of a 2013 Award 
of Merit from the American Association for State and Local History, 
the book The Civil War in Pennsylvania: A Photographic History 

was written by Michael G. Kraus, David M. Neville and Kenneth C. Turner 
and published by the Senator John Heinz History Center.  It includes more 
than 400 illustrations drawn from numerous sources.  Works by Matthew 
B. Brady, Timothy Sullivan and Frederick Gutekunst, notable 19th centery 
photographers, are also represented, as well as illustrations of period uniforms, 
engravings, medals and badges, musical instruments, swords and rifles.  

The book is a broad-reaching compilation of images and topics, ranging from 
the Pennsylvania’s military hospitals to its civic and military leaders, women, 
race relations, the pacifist movement, the state’s industrial might, railroads and 
transportation routes, soldiers and battles (including a focus on the Gettysburg 
Campaign), and post-war veterans’ organizations.  The photographs include 
rare, unpublished carte-de-visite images of common soldiers as well as the 
leading generals and political leaders of the day.  

Michael G. Kraus is a graduate of Edinboro University of Pennsylvania with a 
degree in Fine Art.  For nearly 20 years, he has worked as a sculptor, combining 
his artistic talent with a passion for history. His focus is military history, 
particularly that of the American Civil War, and he is recognized not only as 
an authority on historical artifacts, but also as a long time re-enactor.  He has 
served as an on-location historical consultant for several film companies and 
worked on and appeared in the movies “Gettysburg” and “Cold Mountain.”  

Currently, Mr. Kraus is the Curator of Collections at Soldiers and Sailors Memorial and Museum in Pittsburgh.  Kenneth C. Turner is 
a writer and researcher for a number of Civil War-related magazines and projects, including the Time-Life “Civil War” series.  He has 
amassed one of the largest privately held collections of images and memorabilia related to the Civil War in Pennsylvania.  

Please join us for a PowerPoint presentation of highlights from the book, 
including images relating to the Sewickley area.  

Refreshments will be served following the presentation.

Please note that, due to unforeseen circumstances, the program by Peter Gilmore scheduled for 
Wednesday, September 25, 2013, at The Presbyterian Church, has been cancelled.  

We will try to reschedule at a later date.  Instead, we offer the following:

Tuesday, September 24, 2013, at 7:30 p.m.
Old Sewickley Post Office

A Presentation by Michael G. Kraus and Kenneth C. Turner

The Civil War in Pennsylvania
A Photographic History
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Robert E. Bagans
Mary Ann Baldridge

George Barbour
Andy Bergdoll

Helen & Don Berman
Milana Bizic

Charlotte Bober
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Bonnett

Mr. & Mrs. James P. Bouchard
Charles F. Bowers, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Fitzhugh L. Brown
Kathryn & Michael Bryson

Julie Buscher
William J. Carson

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Casper
Susan Cockrell

Melissa & Bill Cook
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph J. Cortese

George & Susan Craig
George & Ada Davidson

Sallie O. Davis 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis J. Dell’Aquilla

Sally Dunbar
Thomas & Polly Lechner

J. Douglas Florey & David Lloyd
Linda & Peter Floyd

Dana & Brendan Foley
Carole Moore Ford

Mr. & Mrs. David L. Genter
Dr. & Mrs. Harlan R. Giles
Margaret Shields Gilfillan

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Giusti
James O. Goldsborough

Robert Gordon
Marnie & Jim Haines

Thomas & Jennifer Hay
Jane & Lawrence Hitchins
Charles & Cordelia Jacobs

Mr. & Mrs. Paul A. Johnston
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kopf

Mr. & Mrs. L. John Kroeck
Elsie Y. Lewis

Margaret P. Joyner
Susan & Greg Kaminski

Bernard Lefkowitz
Frank & Patricia Maruca

David & Gretchen Medich
Anne B. Metcalf

Dr. & Mrs. Clarence M. Miller, Jr.
Michael & Cindy Mullins
Wayne & Mary Murphy

Mr. & Mrs. Hugh Nevin, Jr.
David & June Nimick

Orr’s Jewelers
Agnes Pangburn

Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Pangburn
Mary Beth Pastorius
Bob & Joan Peirce

Dr. James & Julia Pitcavage
Patricia S. Pool

Betty Ridl
Robert W. Riordan

Phyllis Schell

Linda & Scott Schober
Charlotte B. Schroeder

Edward & Theresa Schroth
Carol & Gary Schurman

Mr. & Mrs. Harton S. Semple, Jr.
Sewickley Heights History Center

Sewickley Traditions
Carol Sharp

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Shepherd
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Simons

Mr. & Mrs. J. Brandon Snyder
Mr. & Mrs. W. P. Snyder III

Mr. & Mrs. Donald W. Spalding
Samuel & Judith Spanos

William & Marguerite Standish
Amy & Michael Szuba
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Telep

Richard & Carol Thompson
Henry & Karen Thorne

Michael & Sally Tomana
Karl & Dorothy Urda

Polly Walker
Mr. & Mrs. William W. Walker

Mr. & Mrs. W. L. Ward
James R. Wardrop

Marvin & Dot Wedeen
Helge & Erika Wehmeier

J. Scott Wendt III
Ray & Cherry White
R. Bruce Williamson

Carol R. Yaster

Friends, Sponsors, Patrons, Benefactors
Thanks to the following, who have generously supported the Sewickley Valley Historical Society 

with gifts in addition to membership dues: 

Contributions
The Ann and Frank Cahouet Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. George A. Davidson, Jr., 
in memory of Steven C. Davis, Sr.

In Memoriam
Herbert D. Gordon

Caroline Fredericka Holdship
Alden H. J. Sector

New Members
George Baker, Oyster Bay, NY 

Mr. & Mrs. Andy Bergdoll, Sewickley 
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Burrows, Vero Beach, FL 

William & Susan Durbin, Sewickley 
Mr. & Mrs. W. George Edel, Sewickley 

J. Douglas Florey & David Lloyd, Rosslyn Farms, PA 
Jonathan W. Hays, Greeley, CO 

Susan & Greg Kaminski, Sewickley 
Patricia S. Pool, Wayne, PA 

Jacqueline F. Robb, Sewickley

Visit the Historical Society’s booth on 
Saturday, September 7, 10:00-5:00

Sewickley’s Harvest Festival 7
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Tuesday, April 30, 1861

An adjourned meeting of the Leet Guards was held at the house of 
Michael Marlatt, seven o’clock P.M., Mr. John K. Wilson in the chair.  
The secretary of the last meeting being absent, John Way Jr. was 
appointed secretary pro tem.

Committee on “Form of Organization,” reported by R. P. Nevin Esq., 
presented Articles of Association & a copy of “Rules of the Home 
Guard Committee of Allegheny County.”  Report accepted.

Committee appointed to procure additional names to the Home Guard 
about forming in Sewickley Township, reported by Robt. Stephenson 
Esq., stated  that thirteen names had been obtained.

The Articles of Association being read by the secretary, on motion 
they were adopted.

On motion it was resolved that blanks in the articles of organization be 
filled as follows:  that the name of this association is the “Leet Guards; 
that the number of finance committee be three; & that the uniform be 
citizen’s dress.

The members of the meeting then proceeded to sign the Articles, after 
which the following civil officers were elected:

 President   John K. Wilson
 Vice-President  Robert Stephenson
 Secretary  John Way Jr.
 Treasurer  Thomas L. Shields

Finance Committee:
    Samuel Neely
    Thomas Waggoner
    Wm. P. Jones

On motion of  T. L. Shields Esq., it was Resolved that the Executive 
Committee be instructed to procure as many subscribers as possible 
to the Articles of Association, that they be further instructed to have a 
paper prepared constituting the military organization contemplated in 
said Articles, and procure signatures to the same.

On motion of Wm. P. Jones Esq., it was Resolved that the Executive 
Committee proceed to enroll those present who may be willing to 
engage in military service.  The chairman having called the vote, 
twenty-five persons expressed themselves willing to be enrolled for 
military service in the Leet Guards, viz.

The meeting was adjourned to meet at the same place, next Thursday 
evening, seven o’clock.

Jno. Way Jr., Secretary pro tem.

Sewickley Township, May 3, 1861

An adjourned meeting of the “Leet Guards” held at the house of 
Michael Marlatt.  The Vice President took the chair & John Irwin Jr. 
was appointed secretary pro tem.

The minutes of the last meeting were read, & after correction approved.

The committee on Finance reported twenty-two additional names 
which were read to the meeting, and after reading the Articles of 
Organization, the President invited those present who had not already 
signed them, to do so.  The number of names on the Military roll after 
the signing of the Articles was fifty-seven.  On the announcement of 
this fact by the President, & attention being called to the Rules of 
the Committee of Safety, it was on motion resolved to proceed to the 
Election of Military Officers.

Mr. W. F. Fundenburg & Robt. P. Nevin Esq being nominated for the 
office of Captain, the vote by ballot was for Mr. Nevin twenty four, 
for Mr. Fundenburg five.  Mr. Nevin being declared elected captain, 
arose & in an eloquent & graceful manner thanked the Leet Guards for 
the honor thus conferred, pledging himself to do his duty faithfully, 
ready to lead his gallant company forward to meet the Southern rebels 
whenever they attempt to descend the river hills.

Several nominations being made for lieutenants, an arrangement was 
entered into by which each voter should on one ticket vote for three 
persons for lieutenants, the one standing highest on the list to be first 
lieutenant, the next highest, second, & the next, third lieutenant.  The 
vote stood thus:

 Thomas Waggoner, twenty-nine
 John C. Wilson, twenty-six
 John Irwin Jr., twenty-one
 Samuel [Lanier?], eight
 Morris Brown, five
 Milo P. Scott, three
 Samuel Logan, three

The President announced the vote, declaring 

 Thomas Waggoner elected first Lieutenant
 John C. Wilson, second 
 John Irwin Jr., third 

After receiving a hearty expression of thanks from Squire Waggoner, 
the meeting adjourned.

Jno. Way Jr., Secretary, Leet Guards

T. L. Shields
R. P. Nevin
W. L. Jones
Samuel Neely
George V. Sevin
Jas. McTaggart
Sandy Cowens
Maurice Brown

Jacob Crees
Wm. Holsinger
Jas. Hackett
David Hill
John C. Wilson
Michael Marlatt
John Irwin Jr.
Th. Waggoner
John Sevin

George Gibb
Philip Crees
Wm. Neely
Alden Gardiner
Elijah Headland
James Dawson
Alfred Crees
Hiram Neely

The Formation of the Leet Guards
You’ve probably heard of the Sewickley Rifles, but not many know about the Leet Guards.  The following is loosely 
transcribed from hand-written minutes that were in the collection of Capt. Frederick Way, Jr., and were donated to the 
Historical Society by Way’s daughter and son-in-law, Bee and Woody Rutter.  

In Pittsburgh on the 4th of July, 1861, a parade of the Home Guard Companies, under the command of Major General John 
Wilkins, was held for the purpose of inspection and review.  The Leet Guards fielded 38 men.



Sewickley Valley Historical Society
200 Broad Street
Sewickley, PA  15143

Non-Profit Org
U. S. Postage

PAID
Permit 70

Sewickley, PA

Signals is designed and edited by Susan C. Holton.  Visit our website, www.sewickleyhistory.org — e-mail us at sewickleyhistory@verizon.net — 
or call us at 412-741-5315.  We’re open 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., Tuesday through Friday, or by appointment.

September 2013

There will be some new 
and exciting changes at 
this year’s event!  
An antique car parade 
through Sewickley, 
beginning and ending at 
the Sewickley Heights 
History Center, will  start 
at 1:00 p.m. 
Festivities at the Sewickley 
Heights History Center 
will include equestrian 
exhibitions at 4:00, 
followed by cocktails and 
hors d’oeuvres at 5:00 and 
dinner and dancing at 6:00.  

Adults: $100 
Children: $25 


