Sewickley Valley Historical Society

XLV, Number 1

September 2017

Signals

Wednesday, September 20, 2017
7:30 p.m.
Old Sewickley Post Office

It's About Time:

The Establishment of Five Standard Time Zomes
in the United States

A PowerPoint Presentation by Ken Kobus

Kgl Kobus has addressed the Sewickley Valley
istorical Society before, most recently last November,
on the subject his book City of Steel, which is about how
Pittsburgh became the world’s steelmaking capital. Ken
is a third generation steel worker, born in the Southside of
Pittsburgh, growing up near the Jones and Laughlin Steel
Corporation—Pittsburgh Works, where both his father and
grandfather worked. Beginning as a laborer, Ken worked
his way through every aspect of the steel industry, eventually

putting himself through night school and obtaining a degree
in engineering from the University of Pittsburgh. This
allowed him to move into managerial positions before
finally retiring as process safety manager for U. S. Steel—
Mon Valley Works, Clairton Plant. Throughout his career he
has amassed hundreds of photos and artifacts related to the
Pittsburgh area’s industrial history, which he has donated to
the University of Pittsburgh and the Rivers of Steel Heritage
Museum in Homestead, PA.

Ken’s lecture this month discusses how the patchwork of times kept across the country,
which made coordinating rail schedules next to impossible, was standardized, as well as
the role that Pittsburgh and the Pennsylvania Railroad played in the simplification.

Did you know that, in the late nineteenth century, the Pennsylvania Rairoad
established its own time zones, with Pittsburgh’s Union Station as the boundary
between East and West. Therefore, Sewickley would have been on Central, not
Eastern, time! It wasn’t until 1918 that the federal government officially adopted

the railroad time zones in use today.

The MISSLON of the Sewickley Valley Historical Society
is to promote interest in and to record, collect, preserve, and document the history of the Sewickley Valley.
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Discovering Gold

ill Carson was luckier than most

boys who dream of finding buried
treasure. He discovered his practically
in his own backyard.

Bill was delivering papers in the
Cochran Street area of Sewickley back
in the 1950s, when an object under the
foundation of an old house that was
being torn down caught his eye. He
fished out the mud-encrusted metal
piece and carried it to a concealed spot.

After finishing his route, he retrieved
it and went to the man in charge of
excavation, and asked if he could have
it. “Take it,” he was told, “it’s just a
piece of junk.”

If the construction boss were alive
today, he would have to change his tune,
because it appears Bill Carson is the
owner of an antique sundial of museum
quality. On the basis of his research, Bill
believes the brass dial was produced by
an early Pittsburgh foundry.

Furthermore, the latitudinal calculations
— 40 degrees, 30 Minutes North —
indicate that the piece was made for an
early Sewickley garden. That doubles
the value for Bill, who is a native of the
town.

Bill Carson admits his research was
slow. After all, more than four decades
have passed since he dug his treasure
out of the ground. Most of that time
was consumed by the fact that Bill was
earning a living as a manager in the
chemical industry.

His “hunk of junk” remained on the shelf
until about 10 years ago when he took
oil and began wiping it down. Beautiful
traces of roses began to emerge. Then, lo
and behold, between Roman numerals,
there was even a verse too faint to read
because of the encrustation.

Next, Bill had the piece given a non-
destructive cleaning by a professional.
The verse became clear: ‘“Hasten,
Traveler,” it read. “The sun shall set.
But never Thou again.” [A similar

inscription appears in James G.
Commin’s West-Country Stories and
Sketches Biographical and Historical,
1895. In a chapter entitled “A Sermon
in Stone: West-Country Sundials,”
Commin describes the inscription on a
1698 sundial with three faces, set on a
pillar: “LIFE STEALS AWAY, O MAN. THIS
HOUR IS LENT THEE. PATIENTLY WORK
THE WORK OF HIM THAT SENT THEE.
HASTE TRAVELLER, THE SUN IS SINKING
NOW. HE SHALL RETURN AGAIN, BUT
NEVER THOU.”|

Fascinated now, and consumed with
curiosity, Bill began making the rounds
of places he thought might be able
to identify his piece. These included
John Brashear Institute, Allegheny
Observatory, The Carnegiec and Pitts-
burgh universities.

“Is this just a production piece?” he
wanted to know.

“No, it’s hand-engraved. It’s an
original,” an expert at The Carnegie
told him, but no one could advise where
or when the sundial was made.

Last November, after he mailed photos

to The Time Museum in Rockford, IlI.,

he was advised that the measurement

of the gnomon angle of the dial is the

same as Sewickley. “The engraving is
S N

particularly fine, especially the band
of roses inside the numerals.” John
Shallcross, conservator of The Time
Museum, placed the dial ca. 1780-1800.
As to origin, he could not say. Perhaps,
American; perhaps, it could be English.

Taking another look at his piece, Bill
noticed something he hadn’t observed
before. On the upright of the gnomon
were the initials S and D. Near the base
of the gnomon was a small rectangle
with tiny letters, w and p.

These clues led him to more research
on whether or not the piece could have
been produced in Pittsburgh so early
in its history. He struck paydirt again
when he came upon a reprint of the
“First Directory of Pittsburgh 1815.”
There his quest ended.

Listed as a clock and watchmaker, east
side of Market, between Diamond &
Fifth: one Samuel Davis. The S and D!

Further proof that his sundial could have
been produced in the city that early was
found on page 142, advertised under the
title Butt Hinges. “William Price, at
his Foundry at the Round house, makes
Crucibles to cast all kinds of iron, brass,
&c. of every dimension. All kinds of
small castings in brass or iron, softened,
fit for turning or filing, for all kinds of
machinery. He also casts butt hinges.”

Remember Shakespeare’s observation
that but for a nail the shoe was lost, and
consequently, the horse and battle. But
for that advertisement for butt hinges,
Bill Carson would have spent the rest of
his life wondering about his treasure.

As for William Price and Samuel Davis,
advertising may have secured their
immortality.

This article by B. G. Shields first
appeared in the March 1992 edition
of Signals. Bill Carson is a member
of the Sewickley Valley Historical
Society.
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Friends, Sponsors, Patrons, Benefactors

Thanks to the following, who have supported Sewickley Valley Historical Society with gifts in addition to membership

George D. Baker Robert M. Gordon Mary Beth Pastorius

George J. Berry, III Kathrin F. Hays Phyllis A. Schell

Charlotte A. Bober Cynthia M. Hays Mr. & Mrs. Scott Schober

Mr. & Mrs. Richard K. Brandt Mr. & Mrs. Arthur F. Hetherington, II  Sewickley Cemetery

Carl Wood Brown Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Hitchins Sewickley Heights History Center
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Bryson Mr. & Mrs. Ivan Hofmann Dr. John A. Shoener

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Burnham Mr. & Mrs. Charles Jacobs Mr. & Mrs. Donald W. Spalding
Susan N. Cockrell Mr. & Mrs. David Jardini Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Spanos
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Coleman Margaret P. Joyner Peter C. Stinson

Dr. Verna A. Corey Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Johns Robin Strouse

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph J. Cortese Mr. & Mrs. L. John Kroeck Mr. & Mrs. Henry Thorne

Mr. & Mrs. James Crockard Bernard Lefkowitz Mr. & Mrs. Kirk F. Vincent
Mr. & Mrs. George Davidson Mr. & Mrs. Thomas M. Lechner Mr. & Mrs. William W. Walker
Denise Dufour & Cary Blancett Elsie O. MacKenzie Marvin M. Wedeen

Mr. & Mrs. James P. Edson, Jr. Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Merrill, Jr. Mr. & Mrs. Helge Wehmeier
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Edwards Anne B. Metcalf John S. Wendt, III

Mr. & Mrs. Trevor Edwards Betty Ann Miller Mr. & Mrs. Raymond B. White
Mrs. Ronald E. Gebhardt Dr. & Mrs. John Moraca Duncan P. Whittaker, Jr.

Dr. & Mrs. Harlan Giles Mr. & Mrs. Michael Mullins Carol R. Yaster

Mr. & Mrs. Howard Gilfillan John C. Oliver, III & Sylvia Dallas Mr. & Mrs. John Zimmerman
James D. Goldsborough Agnes A. Pangburn Joe Zemba

New Members

Amy Barry Deena Etienne Beverly T. McQuone Karen Sebolt

Mr. & Mrs. J. E. Cavalier Elizabeth Genter Monroe Nash Heather Semple

Lynn Dunbar Robert & Jackie Grega Nichole Remmert lan Semple

Mr. & Mrs. E. E. Eckman Jane Kaminski Katie Rodgers Marianne Snipes
Diane Magera Anne Ronce

Special Contributions
In memory of David A. Ford
Carole J. Ford
In memory of Maleet Brooks Gordon

Milana Bizic; Frances Love Merryman; Harton S. Semple, Jr.

In memory of Betty G. Y. Shields
Anonymous; Barbara L. Barry; Milana Bizic; Ron & Bonnie Casper; Crystal Copella; William & Ann Gray;
Margaret P. Joyner; Patricia Kepler; Bill & Carroll Logsdon; David Nimick; Harton S. Semple, Jr.; Margaret Sickeler;
Peggy Standish; Rita Wasson; Kathleen Wolverton; Joe Zemba

In Memoriam
Frank V. Cahouet, Dr. James G. Pitcavage, Betty G. Y. Shields, Peter K. Sour, Phyllis Thomas, Karl J. Urda
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SEWICKLEY VALLEY
HISTORICALSOCIETY | The Historical Society has recently uploaded 300 postcard images to an album in
President Forever.com. The illustrations in Sewickley Valley Historical Society’s 2006 book,
resiaen
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Sewickley, were chosen from among these postcards. To view the album, go to:
www.forever.com/app/albums/dbb73d7d-caa3-4588-9331-6f6fab28f1d4

Clicking on the first image will enable you to view the pictures in the album
individually, or you can choose to view them as a slide show. Enjoy!

From the Western Argus, February 7, 1834:

TO BLACKSMITHS.

o RENT, and possession given on the first of April next, a good SMITH SHOP, with

dwelling house, pasture, &c. situate on the great road, about half way between Pittsburgh
and Beaver; will suit industrious, steady man, with a well disposed family—none other need
apply, as recommendations to that effect will be required from the applicant. For further
information, apply to the subscriber, living near the premises, or by letter, addressed to
Sewickley Bottom Post Office.

DAVID SHIELDS.
Jan. 28, 1834.

Siﬂnﬂk is designed and edited by Susan C. Holton. Visit our website, www.sewickleyhistory.org — e-mail us at sewickleyhistory@verizon.net —
or call us at 412-741-5315. We’re open 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., Tuesday through Friday, or by appointment.




