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OnTuesdayApril 25, at 7:30 p.mWhitney Snyder will be our host at the
Sewickley Heights History Center for a viewing of

“The History of Sewickley Heights”

q ﬁlm narrated by Dave meley, KDKA

A view of “Franklin Farm,” the estate of B. Bones, Sr
From a postcard in the collection of Melissa Wisen

The Sewickley Heights History Center is located at 1901 Glen Mitchell Road.

Report of the Nominating Committee

The following have been nominated afioafrs and directors of the Sewickglley Historical Society for the year 2006-2007.
The election will be held at tinual Meeting oTuesdayMay 23, 2006 at 6:30 p.m.at “Newington.”

President: Joseph Zemba Directors:  Milana Bizic John Kroeck
Vice President:  Cynthia Giles Brewster Cockrell Marian Miller
Secretary:  Charlotte Bober George Craig Steven Ratcliffe
Treasurer:  Joseph Goff Annie Freitag Betsy Stein
Susan Kretzler-Falcone DanielTelep

Respectfully submitted, The Nominating Committee:
Charlotte BoberSadie Kroeck, Judy Semple, MarVifedeen, Mary Jan&illiams

The THISSION of the Sewickleyalley Historical Society
is to promote interest in and to record, collect, preserve, and document the history of the S¥ailekley
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Meet me at the corner of Broad & Beaver...

[l over America, the street that intersects th
A main drag bringdorth the prevailing image of that

town. In Sewickleyno doubt about iBroad & Beaver is
the local equivalent of Hollywood ¥ine. =

Certainly Fortune was smiling on SewickMilage when, in the second
decade of the 2@enturybusinessman EaN. Myers hirecarchitect |
HermanA. Lord to spruce up his premises on the southwegs
corner of Broad and Beaverhe plan brought forth by Lord BES
found immediate favor with thgewickley Herald, which declared =
on the frontpage of its July 1, 1916, issue thae“®lde Englishe |
Shoppe on Main Corner Mak&swn Look Bettef

A “before” photo, from a postcard in the SVHS collection. S. C. Ritchey
i e grocery store, at the corner of Broad & Beaver, advertises boldly on the
I | e | building that would be redesigned in 1916.

along both streets.” Ngwnearly 90years laterone concludes
that architect Lord design has stood the test of time. It still
brings that little hint of the English country townSewickley

HermanA. Lord told theHerald that he got his ideas for the
cornerbuilding from a building on Old Compton Street in London,
although he did not follow the design exactlprd was an architect
well-equipped to bring an artistic touch to tirawing board. He

had formerly worked in the offices of RutarR&assell, a Pittsburgh

firm known for outstanding domestic architecture, and later with
Charles Barton Keene, a Philadelphia architect who also designed
for Sewickleys well-to-doThe Lord ofice was imtAmbridge, where he
designed a number of houses and commercial buildings. He was

the architect oAmbridge High School.
A photo of the refurbished prominent corner accompanies the

article, which declares that the project “has made a wondeMufts 1916 article, thelerald praised the go-ahead spirit of Earl
differencein the appearance of the town of SewicKiés descried W- Myers and suggested that other property owners in Sewickley
by theHerald in 1916, the facade presents the appearance «gnight do well to follow suit with future re_novatlon_s in the Engh;h
handsome, timbered-plaster shop in imitation of the picturesige. It wasnot to be, but was an interesting suggestion
ancient English style, neat and clean in the extreme, and it f&tgetheless.

off to advantage the whole roef adjoining business buildings B. G Shields

Yo —

The newly remodeled corner of Broad & Beaver, from the 19&6ld

Whatever happened to Merz's clock?

t has oft been said that everybody loves a myskrgryone, Often theséimepieces were putin by banking institutions, but, in
that is except historiansdothing weighs on the mind of those Sewickley everybody set his watch B{yERZ’s clock.
who study and record tlevents of the past more than th

question that begins: Whatever happened to 277 €one of the mysteries that has plagued the staff of the Sewickley

Valley Historical Society is coming up blank when somebody asks,
This fact is brought to mind by this monghstory about the “Whatever happened to Mesztlock?”

Myers Building on the corner of Broad and Beaver streets i
SewickleyAn early tenant of the building, refurbished in 1916, w.
jewelerAdelbert Merz.

Ve have to add this to the list of missing artifacts, such as the

3tatue that once graced the foot of the stairs of Sewiskyeylow
brick elementary school, or the horse-watering trough along Little

After he moved in, Merz installed a street clock on Broad Street of tBewickley Creek. Mysteries all!

kind that once graced the streets of small towns all Awerica.
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Why We still Have a Sewickley Heights

e Heights above Sewickley remain underdeveloped —e\smid to carefully chosen men of wealth, who found the rolling hills
wild in some places— partially because the lands there waral spectacular views perfectly suited for summer estates.

far from the river and not readily accessible, and becau

e . . . . .
the initial owners were absentee and did not exploit their holdinig','_S was a t|_me when most of Pl_ttsghls mdust_rlal elite ma_de
leaving them to squatters and wildlife. eir homes in the East End of Pittsfpuror on Ridgéivenue in

Allegheny City todays North Side.They spent their summers at
More than 1600 acres in Bradsmiepreciation District had beenCresson Springs and Bedford Springs and, before 1889, at South
purchased by Thomas McKean (a signer of the DeclarationFofk Club near Johnstown, but were looking for new diversions.
Independence, Chief Justice of the Pennsylvania Supreme Callegheny was becoming crowded, and there was talk that
and Pennsylvaniafirst Governor) and Francis Johnson. McKeadrittsbugh was going to annédlegheny City (which subsequently
bought out Johnsos'interest to the land on the Heights in 1808appened in 1906).

then gave the land to his daughteho had married the Spanish

ambassador to the United States. She left the property to Iﬂgpryw. Oliver was one of the first of this group to spend summers
in Sewickley and he recruited others. People had

been spending summers in the Sewicklajley
ever since the coming of the railroad in 1851, but
now came high society

In 1898, Oliver purchased 65 acres, from the valley
above the YMCA to the crest of Blackburn Road.
He remodeled a small farmhouse there and built a
barn for his carriages and driving horses. Before
long his son-in-law Henry Robinson Rea erected a
large house on the hilltop above, called “Farmhill.”
Soon magnificent estates covered the hilltops,
among them: Jamesuart Browns “Uplands,"W.

W. Willock’s “Gladmore,” andWilliam Penn
Snydets “Wilpen Hall.” Benjamin Franklin Jones
built a house for himself called “Franklin Farm”
and ultimately a house for each of his three
daughters.These were some dAmerica’s
wealthiest men, and they gave Sewickley a far
grander image than it had enjoyed before 1900.
Numerous people were employed on the estates,
daughterbut both women remained in Spaifhis is the origin of many of which were farming operations, and a whole service industry

the name “Spanish Tract,” remembered today in a road g#yveloped in the town, geared to the new neighbors’ needs.
Persimmon Road on the Heights.

. . _ _ ‘The Heights became even more attractive willegheny Country
A McKean Shooting Club was organized in the 1880s, with huntiagb was moved there in 1902 from its original locatiohliegheny
rights to several thousand acres. Quail and rabbits were stockgfére it had been founded in 189%s roads were improved and
Deer were rare then, having been over-hunted. the automobile made access more convenient, some of the great

The Spanish Tract and adjoining land was purchased in the 1Mses were conyerted for year-round use, anq a permanent
by Cochran Fleming, who intended to develop it into a dai mmunity grew with th@llegheny Country Club as its focus. In

operation called the Sewickley Dairy Compampich he hoped 13935, Sgwicklgy Heights_Boro_ugh Wss formed tof or:ganize the
would supply all the milk and butter Pittsburgh could consumceqmmurr':ty an prt()aserve |tsdun|quE ¢ aéaCtMOStC? bt € grc_eat
Hilltop sites were cleared, fences and barns built, but the operaﬁSH"tes ave now been razed Adlgigheny Country Club remains.

went bankrupt before livestock was even purchased. The acreage of the Tuxedo Land Company that was not developed
Then followed a foreclosure sale at which four Pittsbur&?came Sewickley Heights Trust. In 1995 these hundreds of acres,

businessmen who had organized themselves into the Tuxedo L%q{apri_sing the watershed of the_pristine L_ittle Sewickley Qreek,
Company (so named after a similar venture in Nerk Sate) were given to the public as Sewickley Heights Park, making the

purchased Fleming’ 2200 acres for $38 an acfithe new owners community on the hill as sylvan as any in the country
retained acreage for themselves, and some of the land was then



Sponsors, Patrons, Benq‘actors I Memoriam

Thanks to the following, who have generously supported
the Sewickley Valley Historical Society _

with giftsin addition to membership dues: Anthony M. Cicco
Member of the Board of Directors since 2001

The Sewickley Valley Historical Society mourns the loss of

The Hon. & MrsWilliam L. Standish _
in memory of John G. Alexander and the following members:

Milana Bizic William H. Edel

in memory of John G. Alexander Mrs. PaulA. Gorman

Jean Homitsky

Mrs. Geoge F Henkel
in memory of Joseph H. Reiser

Joseph H. Reiser
MelissaWisen

in memory of Joseph H. Reiser B

A reprint edition oLights and Shadows of Sewickley Life; or, Memories of Swveet Valley by Agnes L. Ellis will soon be
available from the Sewickleyalley Historical SocietyThe cost is $30, plus $5 shipping and handling if ordered by mail.
Please make checks payable to SVHS and mail to

Sewickleyalley Historical Society200 Broad Beet, SewickleyPA 15143.

Visit our website at wwgewickleyhistoryrg. A new addition, under tHEDUCATION & i
OUTREACH link, is Civil War Experiences: The Sories of John I. Nevin and John SlﬂnﬂIS is designed and edited by
Dickson Tracy during the Civil War, byAlex Bob, a 10th grade student at Quakaitey Susan C. Holton

High SchoolAlex used primary and secondary sources in the SVHS collection in the
preparation of this International Baccalaureate project.
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