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An illustrated lecture by John Ruc
WednesdayOctober 24, 2007
7:30 p.m.
Old Sewickley Post Gite

I ptingen was the home town of George Rapp, founder of the communal Harmg

Societywho was born there 250 years ago this November 1. Itis a 1,600-ye
old village northwest of tattgart in southwest Germarigapps Harmony
Society established three towns — Harmony in Butler ColNgyw Harmony in
southwest Indiana, and EcongmgwAmbridge, commemorated by Old Economy S
Village. All are National Historic Landmarks. George Rapp, 1757-1847

John Ruch has been involved in historical organizations for three decades. He has been president and CEO of Historic Harmony
since 1995 and previously headed thgaoization from 1984 through 1990. He was a founder and board membénhestieen
Pennsylvania Museum Council and is a member of the board of Friends of Old Eddiliage; Butler Countys Washington

1753 Commemoration Committee, and a former board member of the Butler Tourgym and Convention Bureau and Butler

County Historical SocietyHe is also a trustee of a preservation group that owns a 1758 Quaker meetinghouse in New Jersey
where he was a founder of a statewide organization of municipal and county landmarks commissioners.

SVHS President Joe Zemba to Speak at Woman's Club

Joe Zemba will address thidomans Club of Sewickleyalley in a slide lecture,
Home by Design:
ResidentiaArchitecture & Land Development in the Sewickiglley
at the Edgeworth Club at 1:30 p.m. on Mondagtober 29, 2007.

If you are not a memberof Woman's Club and would like to attend,
please call SVHS Headquaers, 412-741-5315.MEN ARE CORDIALL Y INVITED !
The guest fee is $10.00.

Tl’le THISSION of the Sewickleyalley Historical Society
is to promote interest in and to record, collect, preserve, and document the history of the S¥ailekley
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Some Reminiscences of the Harvest Festival

by Charles kon
(Mr. Lyon, who now lives in Clearwater, Florida, grew up in
the house at 205 Church Lane, Edgeworth,
which his dad bought in 1923.)

the annual harvest festivaA little history.. The first harvest displaying their home-grown vegetables, canned goods and baked

festival in thevalley was held at the old Edgeworth grade schogbods. There were also flower displays and a flower arranging
on Beaver Road in September 1942eVictory Garden program contest.As | rememberour canned tomatoes won a prize, and my
had gotten underway that spring. My dad, along Witliter mother won a prize for flower arranginghe Sambaugh familyat
Sutton, whose house was on the corner of Church and Maplst time, lived on Meadow Lane. Mrs. Stambaugh was either
adjoining our propertyand GeayeYoung, directly across the streeSwedish or Danish, so she prepared a genuine Smorgasbord, which
from us, got together and started a large garden in the vacaniviat held in the school basement. Unfortunatlthat time in my
next to Suttors on Maple LaneAlthough a lawyermy dad was life as a young teenagesmoked and salted fish did not appeal to
really a frustrated farmeiVe not only grew a lot of stfjfout we me, but | did eat the meat balls. Edgeworth had one or two more
also canned a lot of tomatoes, green beans and tomato jufestivals, and then Sewickley got into the act with a much larger
Because of all thé-garden activitythe borough decided to sponsoaffair at the YMCA ground, and it has grown from there.

I just received my 9/Gewickley Herald, which has articles on a harvest festival. It was a real old fashionddigfwith everyone

OPENING RECEPTION

Saturday, October 20, 2007
6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

TheAssociatedArtists of Pittsbugh in partnership with
Sweetwater Center for thets &
SewickleyValley Historical Society

will honor Sewickley residents and long-time membersAR

CAROLYN COYLE
&
DOROTHY LINDNER

at 7:00 p.m. in the gallery at Sweetwater
Sewickleyalley Cultural Cente200 Broad Beet, Sewickley

Associated Artists of Pittsburgh presents:

Oclober 15 through MNevember 9, 2007

For further information, call 412-361-1370,
see thédAP website: wwwaapgh.ag, or email aapghl@verizon.net

Sponsors, Patrons, Benq‘actors

Thanks to the following, who have generously supported the Sewickley Valley Historical Society with giftsin addition to membership dues:

Linda X. Benson; Dr. & Mrs. George J. Berry; W. Brewster Cockrell; Mr. & Mrs. David A. Ford; Margaret Shields Gilfillan;
Patricia Johnston; Mr. & Mrs. Hugh Nevin, Jr.; Mr. & Mrs. Edmund Ruffin; Peter & Elizabeth Stein; James R. Wardrop; Joe Zemba

New Members

Linda X. Benson, Sewickley; Renee H. Exionongahela, &, Judy Fulton, Leetsdale;
Rose K.GartneiSewickley; Patricia Johnston, Sewickley
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History of the Samel Adams House, 940 Beaver Street, Sewickley, PA

by Mary Beth Pastorius

and his wife Jenni&rrott Adams in 1903-04. It was designedvith Fred Bonci of the Pittsburgh firm of LaQuatra Bonci. The goal

by Alden & Harlow a Boston and Pittshgin architectural was to create a historically correct plan to complement the important
firm whose work is considered to be of national importance and wasden elevation of th&lden & Harlow design. Inspiration was
documented by Professor Margaret taken fromAmerican Colonial
Henderson Floyd, PhD, in her boo Revival and English Edwardian
Architecture After Richardson: gardens.
Longfellow, Alden & Harlow: Boston
and Pittsburgh, 1994.

The house was built for Samustlams, a native of Ireland, In 2003, they began a major garden restoration project, collaborating

The new garden was designed to
better unite the two lots, align the
The SamueAdams House was one/ ¥ front of the formal garden with the

of Alden & Harlow’s most widely ' ; front of the house, highlight the

published designs, having beer% e L : | Palladian staircase window on the
featured inThe American Architect y i side elevation and establish low
and Building News, International ¥ maintenance plantings with more
Edition (Vol. 41, No. 1642, June 15, year-round green. It contains 12
1907), The Brickbuilder (October American hornbeams arranged in
1907, page 177)POne Hundred groups of three at each corner with
Country Homes: Modern American |4 . English ivy below Arched trellises

ExamplesbyAymar Embury 11 (1909) e s s bunctuate the yew bordeand

and “The Homes of Pittsburgh, Part European hornbeams define the
V" by architectural critic Montgomery west property line A Lutyens bench
Schuyler published in thérchitectural Record (1911, Vol. 30, No. overlooks the pond and fountain.

3, page 200).

Dr. Floyd wrote, “The important house for Saméelams was More mformﬂtwn on the Arrott F “mll)’

designed to be viewed from Beaver Street across the garden T he SamueRAdams House is one of three nearly adjoining
double sided lot.” Also, “The SamueAdams House has an homes built by members of tierott family in the 1903-
intricately configured side elevation combined with a symmetrical 1906 period. Jennidamss motherthe newly widowed
main facade.... The ridge roof of the main section of the housgis; JamesVestArrott, St, built next door at 956 Beavetr&et,
integrated into the landscape by the broken series of seCongary jennies brothey Jamesw. Arrott, Jr, built across the street at
roofs, visible on the flanking elevation.... The deeply sloped ragf corner of Cochran and Beaver Streets. It is probable that all

of an open porch punctuated with two arches at the ground flggee houses were designedigen & Harlow; although only the
rear anchors the composition firmly in the landscape.” Adams house is substantiated.

She summarized by stating, “This extraordinary duocolonial desige family patriarch, James.. Arrott, Sr, foundedAmerican
was widely published and, although not thegést ofAlden &  gandard Heating & Plumbing and Firemsinisurance Fund and
Harlow’s houses, is the most remarkable for its visual strengdlyiit the Arrott Building in downtown Pittsbgh.  Before his

The cascading quality of the flanking elevation, its syncopaiggath in 1902, the family lived in Osborne Borough.
fenestration and the incorporation of a side entrance and two arched

windows to illuminate the staircases admirably integrate the th@e architectsilfred B. Harlow and Frank EAlden, each built a
elevations within a single coherent plan.” home for his own family in the same neighborhood. The Harlow

House faces the Samuéalams House across Beavénre®t. Today

Present owners, Thomas and Mary Beth Pastorius, possess ggd¥rea is the Second Historic District of Sewickley Borough.
photographs showing a formal garden with arched trellises and

filled with roses, established along the west (garden) elevali ] .
shortly after the house was builAccording to Roscoe Ridean Thomas and Mary Beth Pastorius are recipients of the
Arrott grandson, his Uncle SaAdams kept the formal garden| SewickleyValley Historical Societys Preservation
beautifully; in the English fashion. In a 1985 conversation wif| Award for 2007-2008 for their preservation and resto-
Mary Beth Pastorius, MRider remembered a tree across from th| ration of the Samué&ldams HouseThe award will be

arched entrance that had several benches under it. Unfortunal presented at the SVHS October 24th meeting, 7:30 pim.,
by the time the Pastoriuses purchased the house in 1981, the orid 4t the OId Sewickley Post Office.

privet was in poor condition and the roses long gone.
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An 1870 Halloween Prank

From “Tales from the Flickés Nest: Reminiscences of Sewicklgglley,” by Gilbert Adams Hays,
in The Weekly Herald, vol. VII, no. 8, October 15, 1910, p. 2-3

ime hung heavily on the hands of the boys who, 40 yeaesl light the engineer must have had a fit, for such shrieks for
ago, lived around Fair Oaks station, on the oldNg&tyne brakes were never heard. The engine was reversed, sparks flew

railroad, with the result that they were constantly in sonfi]mm under the drivers, with the trainmen running along the tops of
deviltry, the railroad coming in for a full share of their attentiorthe cars, setting brakes for their lives, but they were not quick

One Hallow’een they secured a
number of pumpkins, which

they cleaned out, cut into
fantastic faces and lighted with
a candle. After stampeding a

large herd of the Economites’
cattle in a nearby pasture in

enough, as they hit that
pumpkin and mashed it into a
thousand pieces, which fell into
the creek belowThe train was

finally stopped, but the crew
on running back, found
nothing, the boys all the while

which fences were thrown down ey - == & lying in the tall bushes along
: the track.As soon as the train

and the cattle scattered to the /4. %ﬂ}fj}ﬂi{ | got out of sight, the pumpkin

four points of the compass, the™" _

boys concluded they would 5 7 k. e was replaced by anothehis
have a turn at the railroad. On i el 4 e R i time catching the Cleveland and

the high bridge which spansthe ~= =" = .. T Y Pittsburgh express, which like

Big Sewickley creek, one of e S ey the freight, was unable to stop
these pumpkins was set up on before it hit the “spook,” there
three legs in the center of the being no air brake in those days.
track, and the candle lighted, which at a long distance looked exadtijird pumpkin was set up with like results on a freightay or

like a red lantern. Soon a freight train came around the bend friwvn later several of the boys were arrested, but after a good scare

Economy a few hundred feet awagnd with the first sight of that from the superintendent they were released.

Sigmls is designed and edited by Susan C. Holtdgisit our website, wwvsewickleyhistoryorg — or e-mail us at sewickleyhistory@verizon.net.
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