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The mission of the Sewickley Valley Historical Society 
is to promote interest in and to record, collect, preserve, and document the history of the Sewickley Valley.

Wednesday, October 12, at 7:30 p.m.
Old Sewickley Post Office

An illustrated presentation & book signing by Richard LeBeau,
with comments by Heather Semple on 

The Duquesne Club’s painting of Count Noble

The B. F. Wilson Family of Glen Osborne
& Their Famous Dogs

Richard LeBeau’s recent book, Count 
Noble: The Greatest Dog That Ever 

Lived, published in cooperation with 
the Sewickley Valley Historical Society, 
concerns a famous Llewellin Setter owned 
by Glen Osborne resident B. F. Wilson and 
an English Toy Spaniel, the first registered 
by the American Kennel Club, owned 
by Wilson’s wife, Susannah.  The book 
received the following praise from Joseph 
W. Kormuth, Count Noble historian, in his 
foreword:  “...The author presents history 
with a perceptive view of Pittsburgh and 
of interesting current events during the 
life and times of B. F. Wilson and Count 
Noble.  This combination  of historical 
data succeeds in making the book an 
engaging study for anyone interested in 
Count Noble, B. F. Wilson, the famous 
painter of bird dogs Edmund Osthaus, the 
sport of purebred dogs, and olden days in 
Pittsburgh.  There are interesting topics in 
[this] history for everyone....” 

Originally from Louisville, Kentucky, 
American Kennel Club Judge Richard 
LeBeau has lived in Pittsburgh since 
1987. He earned a B.A. in German from 
Eastern Kentucky University in 1983. 
An avid historian, his articles have been 
internationally published.  

B. F. Wilson with a Toy Spaniel, ca. 1890
(Collection of Elizabeth Wilson Peer)

Richard has raised and exhibited English 
Toy Spaniels for 24 years under the 
Beauprix prefix. He has judged in Great 
Britain as well as the United States. He 
has owned or bred eleven champions 
of record and three multiple Toy Group 
winning English Toy Spaniels.  

A member of the American Guild of 
Musical Artists, Richard has performed as 
a bass-baritone in over 75 productions with 
the Pittsburgh Opera. He is a substitute 
teacher in three Beaver County school 
districts and occasionally performs as a 
free-lance harpist for private and public 
events.  He is a member of the Sewickley 
Valley Historical Society and of the 
Senator John Heinz History Center.

Heather H. Semple received a degree 
in Fine Art Appraisal from New 

York University in 2001 and is, at present, 
Director of Art Programs at The Duquesne 
Club.  Heather is a certified member of the 
Appraisers Association of America (AAA) 
and is licensed in Uniform Standards of 
Professional Appraisal Practices (USPAP).  
She will discuss The Duquesne Club’s 
extensive art collection, which includes 
a painting of Count Noble by Edmund 
Henry Osthaus.
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Some Sewickley Valley Residents & Their Dogs

R. C. Wrenshall

Frederick Way, Sr., with Rover

Frederick Way, Jr., with Wrecks

Frederick Way, Jr., with Bob

2nd Sewicklely Heights Dog Show, October 1909

Adelaide Jones showing Rock

B. F. Jones III & Adelaide Jones with 

Pebble, Rock, Billy Taft & 

Cobbler

Miss Katharine Walker with Donar

Hester Harton Singer

John Bonner Semple
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Friends, Sponsors, Patrons, Benefactors
Thanks to the following, who have generously supported the Sewickley Valley Historical Society 

with gifts in addition to membership dues: 
George J. Berry III, W. Brewster Cockrell, Mr. & Mrs. Connor M. Cogswell, Carole Moore Ford, 

Lannie & Rod Gartner, Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Pangburn

New Members
Nicholas C. Giver, Sewickley; Myra Jenkins, Leetsdale; Rich Shevchik, Champion, PA

In Memoriam
Mr. Fred I. Sharp, Mr. Ernest M. Williams

A Recent Gift: The Lieutenant Tingle Woods Culbertson Collection

The Sewickley Valley Historical Society was recently 
presented with a series of items concerning Tingle Woods 
Culbertson by Culbertson’s great-niece and namesake, 

Tingle Culbertson Barnes of Allison Park, Pennsylvania.  The 
Culbertsons are an old Sewickley Valley family.  Mr. and Mrs. John 
D. Culbertson lived in “Seven Gables,” at the corner of Academy 
Avenue and Creek Drive. 

The photo at right shows Lt. Tingle Woods Culbertson, left, and 
nephew John Dickey Culbertson III, father of the donor, right.

Tingle Culbertson served in France in 1916 as a volunteer driver 
for the American Field Service with the American Ambulance 
Corps.  He was on board the Sussex, a French cross-channel ferry, 
when it was torpedoed in error by the German submarine U-29 on 
March 24, 1916.  The damaged vessel was able to proceed to the 
French port of Boulogne, but there were 80 casualties, including 25 
Americans.  The United States protested the slaughter of innocents, 
and the Germans for a time scaled back submarine operations in 
the English Channel and the Mediterranean.  

Culbertson later enlisted in the U. S. Army.  He was killed by a 
shell on October 4, 1918, as he was leading the first platoon of 
Company H of the 318th Regiment up a hill called 274 in the Bois 
des Ogeons region near Verdun, France.  He is buried in the Meuse-
Argonne American Cemetery in Romagne, France.

The heart of the collection consists of two leather-bound albums, 
composed by the family at home, which include letters from the 
field, many photographs (among which are several of the Sussex 
incident), Tingle’s AFS passport, his orders, clippings and maps. 

Bowing in 1780
Bowing in 1780 was quite a ceremony, judging from the rules for doing it properly: 

. . . Raise the right hand to your hat gracefully.  Put your forefinger 
as far as the crown and your thumb under the brim, and then raise it 
from your head gracefully and easily.  Look at the person you bow 
to, and hold your body gently forward.  Hold your left arm straight 
down at your side, neither drawing it forward or backward.  Move 

the right leg, if the person goes by on the right side, and keep the 
other firm.  If the person goes by on the left side, move the left leg 
and keep the right firm.  Let your body be bowed moderately, not 
too much.

(from The Weekly [Sewickley] Herald, December 30, 1911)
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Edgeworth Preservation’s 1996 award-winning volume documenting the 
Sewickley Valley’s remarkable architectural heritage has been out of print for 
several years.  Now a second edition, with minor revisions and corrections, has 
been published by Sewickley Valley Historical Society.  

This handsome hardbound volume offers historical documentation by attorney 
and preservation consultant Stephen Neal Dennis as well as 150 full color “house 
portraits” by photographer William J. Penberthy.  

The book is available for $65, plus tax, from Historical Society headquarters.  

Visit our website, www.sewickleyhistory.org, email us at sewickleyhistory@
verizon.net, or call 412-741-5315 for details.

Historic 
Houses 

of the 
Sewickley Valley


