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Wednesday, May 18, 7:30 p.m.
Old Sewickley Post Office

Anmial Meeting

followed by

ivil War from Western Pennsvlvanm

from the Col ectlon of Michael Mmyhy

Michael E. Murphy is a member of the Board of Directors of
the Sewickley Valley Historical Society In the investment
management business for 35 years as the national director of
client services at BNY Mellon Wealth Management, he is now
semi-retired and has taken on the Carson Street Deli, adding a
beer emporium that serves some 250 craft beers. He has been
brewing beer at home in his kitchen as a hobby for many years.

To mark the commencement of the Civil War, which began 150
years ago this spring with the firing on Fort Sumter, Murphy will
present several items with a Western Pennsylvania connection
from his noteworthy Civil War collection, among which are:

— A PRESENTATION SWORD belonging to Captain Robert Galway,
9th Pa. Reserves, 38th Pa. Infantry, who raised a company on the

North Side, was wounded at Dranesville, Virginia, December
20, 1861, and died of his wounds 2 years later. The government
refused to pay benefits to his survivors.

— AN OFFICER’S coMMISSION on vellum signed by Abraham
Lincoln and Secretary of War Edwin Stanton, endorsed by
Adjutant General Lorenzo Thomas, making Alexander Murray
Captain in the regular Army. Murphy will discuss Stanton’s
Pittsburgh connections.

— A FLAG from the Union VI Corps, 2nd Division, 3rd Brigade,
belonging to Thomas Niell, Brigade Commander. Among the units
in this brigade was the 61st Pennsylvania, raised in Pittsburgh.
The flag was presented just before Gettysburg and carried through
Third Winchester, September 19, 1864.

Report of the Nominating Committee

The Sewickley Valley Historical Society Nominating Committee
(Nancy Baldwin, Chair; Brewster Cockrell; Barb Frey; Maleet Gordon; William Kleeman)
proposes the following slate of officers and directors for election at the Annual Meeting, May 18, 2011:

President:
Vice-President:
Directors:

John Kroeck
George Craig
Margaret Dury
Jim Haines
Mary Lou Scholl
Mike Tomana

The MISSLON of the Sewickley Valley Historical Society
is to promote interest in and to record, collect, preserve, and document the history of the Sewickley Valley.
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In Memoriam

Stephen Bober
Carolyn L. Coyle
Alfred Reed Schroeder, Sr.

Donations
in memory of Alfred Reed Schroeder, Sr.

Mrs. H. G. Allyn, Jr.

American Respiratory Alliance of Western Pennsylvania
Katherine W. Bantleon

Mr. & Mrs. G. M. Blair

Mr. & Mrs. Frank V. Cahouet

Mr. & Mrs. T. Ronald Casper

Mr. & Mrs. John G. Craig

Mrs. Lowrie C. Ebbert

Milton M. Fenner

Edith H. Fisher

Ellen Hagerty

Margaret P. Joyner

Theresa Karl

Elsie Y. Lewis

The Little Garden Club of Sewickley
Barbara Fraser Lowe

McCrory & McDowell, Inc.
Frances Love Merryman

Meyer, Unkovic, Scott

Mr. & Mrs. David A. Nimick
James H. Oliver

Mr. & Mrs. John M. Roberts

Mr. & Mrs. Wilson S. Ross

Mr. & Mrs. Edmund S. Ruffin
Mrs. R. Stewart Scott

Mr. & Mrs. Harton S. Semple, Jr.
Sewickley Cemetery

Dr. & Mrs. John A. Shoener

Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Simmons
Hon. & Mrs. William L. Standish
Mrs. LeRoy Thompson

Polly Walker

Two Queries from Members

Lora M. WEBER, 106 Victoria Street, Longview, WA 98632-5834
(360) 423-8359, hunter6806@msn.com

Robert Anderson and Jemima (Taylor) Anderson (1787-1836)
probably came to the Sewickley area about 1825 from Washington
County, PA. They were the parents of nine known children:
Margaret (married Samuel Young), James B. (married Elizabeth
Onslott), Julia Ann (married Nathan Porter), Hetty Ann, William
B. (married Mary Lousia Fischgen), David Shields, John Clark
(married Rosa Hinton) and Mary Jane (married James Allison).

Ms. Weber is interested in pictures of the children listed above as
well as the house/farm where Robert and Jemima lived.

Davip J. SAUTTER, 1304 James Court, Warrington, PA 18976-3642
(215) 918-2329, djsautter@aol.com

Mr. Sautter’s project is to discover and research the 19th century
emigrants from Endingen, a small German village from which no
fewer than 335 individuals came to the United States to escape
the poverty of the area. Mr. Sautter has identified 205 individuals
in specific locations, among whom, with the aid of the Sewickley
Valley Historical Society, is Louis Pfefferle of Glenfield. Pfefferle
and his wife, Mary Anna Lutz, had four children, two of whom had
issue. Their married names were Jordan and Schafer. Louis died
in 1922 and Mary Anna died in 1938, so there is possibly a photo
of one or both of them that still exists. Ifthere is a descendant who
is willing to share family memorabilia, please contact Mr. Sautter.

North Hills Genealogists Fall Conference

For over 20 years, the North Hills Genealogists have assisted
one another in learning how to pursue family histories. The
group’s program meetings are free and open to the public on the
third Tuesday of every month except December, at 7:00 pm, at
the Northland Public Library (300 Cumberland Road, Pittsburgh,
PA 15237). For a program schedule, see their website, www.
NorthHillsGenealogists.org. The goals of the organization are
to educate the beginner and intermediate genealogist, to help
preserve the history of the North Hills of Pittsburgh and to support
Northland Public Library. They publish a newsletter ten times a
year, produce a cemetery book series organized by township and
donate materials to Northland Library.

The North Hills Genealogists will hold a fall conference, Discover
Your Roots, Discover Yourself: Linking Evidence, on Saturday,
October 22, 2011, featuring speaker Thomas W. Jones, a popular
lecturer, author and co-editor of the National Genealogical Society
Quarterly. For further information on the conference, email the
group at conference@NorthHillsGenealogists.org or write to P. O.
Box 169, Wexford, PA 15090.

N, S



May 2011

Sigmls

Departure of ”Sewickley Riﬂes” 45 Years Ago

This article appeared in The Weekly Herald on May 26, 1906, the year that the four Rodman cannons, a gift of the United States government, were unveiled on
Memorial Day at Sewickley Cemetery. In 1943, the cannons were donated to the Sewickley Salvage Committee during a World War 11 scrap collection drive.

aturday, July 6, 1861, was a day never to be forgotten by Sewick-

leyans who still live, for it was then that the “Sewickley Rifles,”
100 men, left here to enter the war, which lasted four years and added
the remains of heroes to the silent scores in our cemetery.

On July 11, 1861, the Rifles were mustered in at Philadelphia, and be-
came Co. G, 28th Reg., Pa. Volunteers. This was commanded by Col.
John Geary, who afterwards became governor of Pennsylvania. The
officers (commissioned) of the Sewickley organization were: Captain,
Conrad U. Meyer; first lieutenant, William G. Shields (who was killed
at Chancellorsville): sec-

was then a wooden shed on Liberty Street, where new Grant Street
now joins that street; and adjoining the present Lafayette Hotel, They
reached Philadelphia safely on Sunday, were mustered in on the fol-
lowing Thursday, went to Harper's Ferry July 26, and fought in many
battles, including Gettysburg, which they reached July 1, 1863, and
passed through the terrible battle on July 2 and 3.

Then came the aftermath of war; the deaths in fields and hospitals,
which have made Memorial Day the most sacred of holidays. A year
after partings at Sewickley station carne the climax of heroes' deaths,

for at Antictam, Va., in

ond lieutenant, Col. John I.
Nevin (who died in 1883);
Captain Nicholas Way, who
was promoted from first
sergeant in July, 1862; first
lieutenant, Thomas J. Ham-
ilton. Non-commissioned
officers: Sergeants, George
H. Grady, Robert M. Erwin
and Nicholas Way. The
corporals included John D.
Tracy (killed at Antietam,
September 17, 1862), Al-
bert Moore (who lives yet,
on Beaver street, and who
was promoted to sergeant),
James D. Travelli (killed
at Antietam, September
17, 1862) and Samuel B.
McKown.

September 1862, there fell
J. D. Travelli, John D. Tra-
cy, William G. Ritchey and
Moses Sherman, all brave
Sewickley young men,
and their remains are in
graves on the hill north of
this village. The Soldiers’
Monument was dedicated
July 12, 1866, and upon it
are engraved these names:
Killed in battle. Lieuten-
ant William G. Shields,
William Banks, William
Painter, Robert White,
Theodore Webb, William
Wharton, John D. Tracy,
James D. Travelli. Wil-
liam G. Ritchey, Robert
Johnston, Thomas Smith,

The spring months of 1861
were marked by the early
stages of the Civil War's beginning. On April 15, President Lincoln
called for 75,000 volunteers, and on April 17 he issued another call
for 300,000. Virginia seceded and seized Harper's Ferry. In Pittsburg
[sic], war excitement was intense. Owing to the existence of seces-
sion, or "Copperhead" feeling, Pittsburg lamp posts were hung with
ropes labeled "Death to the Traitor." On Friday, April 12, the first shot
was fired at Fort Sumter and the actual war began. On Saturday eve-
ning, May 11, the Rifles drilled for the first time in the then new Pres-
byterian Church, which was floored hurriedly for this purpose, and
on Sunday the company marched into the old Presbyterian Church,
which stood where the residence of Mr. John B. Reno now is, creat-
ing a profound impression on the congregation. The late Rev. James
Allison was the pastor. At last came the day of departure. During the
forenoon the Rifles marched into the old church, where the captains
and lieutenants were presented with fine swords by the late Judge J.
W. F. White, who was then known as "Lawyer White." At this cer-
emony women shed tears, and all were deeply affected. By 2 p. m. a
heavy shower ceased, and amid great heat, a huge crowd assembled
at Sewickley station, which was where the freight station now stands.
Tears, smiles and cheers combined with the adieus as the soldiers de-
parted in extra cars on the 2:10 accommodation train. Two hours later
the Sewickley Rifles left Pittsburg, from the P. R. R. depot, which

Memorial Day, 1906, at Sewickley Cemetery

Moses Sherman. Died of
wounds and diseases: Cap-
tain Alexander McKinney, James Scott, John Park. Joseph Moore,
James L. Grady, Albert J. White, Andrew J. Gray, Henry M. Rhodes,
William I. Nevin, Thomas A. Hill, Harry Black, W. H. Forrester, G. W.
Forrester, James Grimes, L. B. Gainer. Other interments in the cem-
etery are those of these soldiers, as given by Superintendent A. Win-
ters. In Section A: Thomas Gray, Charles Ritchey, John Moore, Abe
McCray, Thomas Stevenson, Samuel Brooks, George Brush, George
Thornberg, Silas Hill, Joseph Harper, H. Neely, William Thompson,
William Ellis. Section B: William Woods, Thomas Linn, John Little,
Samuel Bonham, John Adair, William Miller, Col. W. H. McKelvy.
Section C: Moses Gloss, John Neeley, George Evans. Robert Win-
ters, Robert Long. ----- Boyd, William Henderson, Archie Wharton,
Thomas Bronson, ----- Knox, Caspar Kaufman, John Sanders, Philip
Emmert, ----- VanCleve. Milo Scott. Section D: James McHenry,
Madison Bonham, Edward Muckles. Section E: Jackson J. Scott, John
Borem. John Shull, Joseph Douglas. In all, nearly one hundred he-
roes are buried in Sewickley Cemetery, but their spirits still live, and
inspire the living to do honor to the dead, on Memorial Day, May
30,1906, when the newly-equipped Soldiers' Monument and lot will
be a place of special interest, nearly half a century after the heroes
were laid to rest.
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High Fashion in the Valley:

Vintage Clothing from Sewickley Collections
An exhibition sponsored by

Sewickley Valley Historical Society

Sewickley Valley Cultural Center (Old Sewickley Post Office)
200 Broad Street, Sewickley, Pennsylvania 15143

Opening Reception: Tuesday, May 31, 2011
00 - 9:00 pm — Wine & hors d’oeuvres

Exhibition Hours: 11:00 am - 4:00 pm
Wednesday, June 1 — Saturday, June 4
Monday, June 6 — Friday, June 10

Luncheons: 11:30, Friday, June 3, and Wednesday, June 8

$25 — BY PREPAID RESERVATION ONLY — Call 412-141-5315

Please respond by Friday, May 21, 2011.
Make checks payable to SVHS and mail to the address above.

Siﬂ!’lﬂIS is designed and edited by Susan C. Holton. Visit our website, www.sewickleyhistory.org — e-mail us at sewickleyhistory@verizon.net — or
call us at 412-741-5315. We’re open 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., Tuesday through Friday, or by appointment.




